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EPC Summit
Venue

The second European
Political Community (EPC)
Summit will take place at
Mimi Castle in Moldova.
Mimi Castle is located in
Bulboaca village, Anenii
Noi district, 30 km away
from Chisinau International
Airport. The approximate
duration of the trip from
the airport to Mimi Caste
is about 25-30 minutes
and from Chisinau to Mimi

Castle about 45-50 minutes.

Organized transportation
from Chisinau to and from
the Summit venue will

be provided to accredited
journalists on the day of
the Summit. Please refer to
the section “Reaching the
Summit Venue on 1June”
below.
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Media accreditation

Media accreditation is open until 18 May 2023 on the Summit
website www.epcsummit2023.md.

Please note that the accreditation period closes on 18 May 2023 at
2359, two weeks prior to the Summit. Applications for accreditation
will only be accepted during the accreditation period.

If you are a foreign national, please check the visa requirements for
traveling to the Republic of Moldova before your trip.

Media access to the EPC Summit is possible only with
accreditation on a per-event basis. Media accreditation for the EPC
Summit will be granted for a period not exceeding 25 May-6 June
2023. When filling out the accreditation form, kindly specify your
arrival and departure dates within this period.

If you require media accreditation for a period that extends
beyond 25 May-6 June 2023, please refer to the accreditation
procedure outlined on the website of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova by
clicking on the following link:

https://mfa.gov.md/en/content/accreditation-foreign-journalists

Badge collection

Media badge is required to enter the premises of the Summit
on 31 May and 1June.

Mediacor is the main point for badge collection. All journalists

can collect their badges during 26-31 May at the entrance hall of
Mediacor. Local media is highly encouraged to collect their badges
during 26-28 May to expedite process.

In addition to your media badge, you can also collect your free
public transportation pass at Mediacor.

Mediacor is the Production and Technology Centre for Film
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and Media Industries hosted by the Moldova State University
(USM). Mediacor provides rooms for cooperation, production,
shootings and post-production, allowing students, professionals
and production studios to carry out media productions at the
standards of the media industry, applying new technologies, in
line with the global tendencies in the digital media.

Mediacor is located on str. Alexei Mateevici 60, Chisindu (on the
campus of Moldova State University). Please note that access to
Mediacor is from str. Puskin (across the street from Uptown café).
Please also note that str. Puskin is a one way street. Please refer to
Annex 1for a detailed plan of accessing Mediacor. Please note that
there is no parking available at Mediacor.

Badge collection hours at Mediacor:

26 -31May [N 26 - 28 May 10:00 - 16:00

for all media highly hours
encouraged for
local press

Journalists that arrive late in the Republic of Moldova on 31 May
and do not manage to collect their badge during the opening
hours at Mediacor will have the opportunity to collect their badge
on 1June at the Railway Station (Gara Feroviara) before departure.
Journalists are encouraged to arrive early to the train station.
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26 May

27 May

28 May

29 May

30 May

31 May

1June

Mediacor:

Mediacor:

Mediacor:

Mediacor:

Mediacor:

Mediacor:

Railway
Station:

Summit
Venue:

Lost badges

10:00 - 16:00

10:00 - 16:00

10:00 - 16:00

10:00 - 16:00

10:00 - 16:00

10:00 - 16:00

05:00 - 06:00

Badges will only be issued to
accredited journalists with lost badges
and to accredited media arriving with
the official delegation.

m Journalists that lose their badge before the Summit or
have identified mistakes in their badges should report it
immediately to epc.media@mfa.gov.md with the message title
,Lost badge for EPC Summit — (First Name, Last Name)”

m In case the badge loss was reported in advance, journalists can
collect the new badge at the Chisindau Train Station between
05:00 - 06:00 on 1June.

m In case badge loss was reported the night before or on the day
of the Summit, the accredited journalist will be allowed to board
the train and collect the new badge at the Summit Venue.
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Media arriving with the official
delegation

I Before the Summit

Journalists reaching Chisinau International Airport onboard

with the official delegation before 1June, will undergo separate
passport control and security check at the airport. Journalists will
have to arrange their own transportation to reach the hotel.

Journalists will collect their badge at Mediacor. Please consult the
“Badge collection” section for more details. They can visit the Press
Centre on 31 May.

On 13June, journalists will meet at the Chisinau Railway Station and
take a pre-arranged train to the venue. Please note that journalists
will not be allowed to join the Summit venue by any other means
than the train (ie. by taxi or self-driven car) due to restricted
circulation. Please consult “Reaching and leaving the Summit
venue on 1June” for more details.
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EEE On the day of the Summit (1 June)

Journalists arriving on 1June with the official delegation, but not
as part of it, should be informed of the following:

m Journalists will have to secure accredited transportation
with the help of the Embassy of the respective country in
Moldova ahead of time. This transportation will be part of
the official motorcade.

m Journalists traveling with the official delegation on the day
of the Summit should not seek alternative transportation
options to the one stated above as they will not be allowed to
leave the airport. Furthermore, for security purposes, journalists
will not be allowed to join the Summit venue by any other
means to reach the venue before the delegations.

m Journalists traveling with the official delegation on the day
of the Summit will collect their badges at the entrance to
the venue by the venue media entrance.

Opening of the Press Centre at the
venue ahead of the Summit

The Press Centre at the venue of the Summit opens on 31 May - the
day before the event. Journalists will have access to the premises of
the Press Centre to familiarize themselves with the space and leave
heavy equipment. No lockers to store the equipment will be provided.
However, the Press Centre is located at the Summit venue, which is
highly secure and surveilled.

The Press Centre is located at the venue of the Summit - Mimi Castle in
Bulboaca. The opening hours of the Press Centre on 31 May are 09:00 -
14:00. Please also note that no catering services will be provided in the
Press Centre on 31 May and there will be no restaurant options in the
immediate proximity of the Press Centre. Only water will be provided.

There will be no organized transportation options provided for
reaching the Press Centre on 31 May. Journalists should make their
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own transportation arrangements. Please consult the section “Getting
around” for more information about taxi services or ask your hotel for
help. Please note that the Press Centre closes at 14:00 and there
will be road closures afterwards that could delay the return trip to
Chisinau. Please be mindful of these restrictions.

No options to reserve a working station at the Press Centre on 31 May
and 1June will be available.

Please note that besides the Press Centre at Mimi Castle, workstations
will be provided to journalists at Mediacor in Chisinau throughout 26
May 26 - 5 June, including on 31 May. Therefore, journalists without
heavy equipment should consider working at Mediacor on the days
before the event. No booking is required to access Mediacor.

Access to the Press Centre is permitted only with the badge. Badges
must be collected in advance at Mediacor. Please consult the section
on ,Badge collection” for the opening hours for badge collection at
Mediacor.

Press Centre on 1 June

The official broadcasters of the Summit are Teleradio Moldova and
Televiziunea Romana, TVR, supported by the European Broadcasting
Union (EBU). The footage from the host-broadcaster will be available
for free to all media on the EBU platform NewsDirect. Please consult
Eurovision’s page dedicated to the EPC Summit for more information
https:/AMww.eurovision.net/events/news/politics/52177/details.

Media opportunities and details regarding media attendance for

each event of the Summit will be provided in the Media Advisory. This
advisory will be published on the official website of the Summit, where
you can find comprehensive information about media coverage.

For the convenience of journalists, the Press Centre will offer amenities
such as water, coffee, snacks, and lunch boxes. However, it's important
to note that there will be no restaurant services available at the
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Summit venue or in its surrounding area. If you have specific dietary
restrictions or preferences, it is advisable to bring your own food to
ensure your needs are met during the Summit.

The electrical sockets and plugs commmonly used in Moldova are of
type C or F. These sockets are compatible with devices that have
Europlug (type C) or Schuko (type F) plugs. The standard voltage in
Moldova is 220 V, and the frequency is 50 Hz. If you are traveling from
a country with different plug types or voltage standards, it is advisable
to bring the necessary adapters or voltage converters to ensure
compatibility and safe usage of your electrical devices.

Free wi-fi and printing facilities will be provided at the Press Centre.

Emm Prohibited objects at the Press Centre

The Summit Venue is under high security. Upon arrival at the
Summit Venue, all accredited journalists will undergo security
control. The same security control procedures will be applied
at the Summit Venue entrance as at the airport. Possession of
any sharp objects, glass, liquids, flammable, toxic substances or
explosives, weapons or sprays will be prohibited.

Reaching and leaving the Summit venue
on 1June

Organized transportation to and from the Summit venue will be
provided to all accredited journalists on 1June. Two trains will leave
from the Chisindu Railway Station to Bulboaca, located 100 meters
from the venue of the Summit. Free wi-fi will be provided onboard
the trains.

Trains will leave at 06:00 am and 06:30 am from the Chisinau
Railway Station. The train ride is approximately 45 minutes.
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To pass accreditation control at the Chisinau Railway Station,
journalists are advised to prepare their EPC Summit media badge
and their ID ahead of time.

There will be several trains departing at different hours from Bulboaba
to Chisinau during and after the Summit on 1June. The timetable

for departure from Bulboaca to Chisinau after the Summit will be
announced closer to the event.

To pass accreditation control at the Chisinau Railway Station,
journalists are advised to prepare their EPC Summit media badge
and their ID ahead of time.

There will be several trains departing at different hours from Bulboaba
to Chisinau during and after the Summit on 1June. The timetable

for departure from Bulboaca to Chisinau after the Summit will be
announced closer to the event.

EEE Reaching the Chisinau Railway Station on 1June

Accredited journalists are advised to reach the Chisinau Railway
Station no later than 30 minutes before the first train departure.
Accredited journalists without badges are encouraged to arrive at
the Chisinau Railway Station at 05:00, 1 hour before the first train
departure.

Journalists are advised to reach the Chisindu Railway Station by taxi or
by transportation provided by their respective embassies. Please refer
to the section “Getting around” below for more information about taxi
service providers. Please consider booking your taxi in advance. There
will be no road closures until 06:30, the departing time of the last train.

Please note that late arrival to the second train departing at 06:30

will equal to missing the Summit. For security reasons, no alternative
transportation options of reaching the Summit will be available nor
possible. Please make the necessary travel arrangements to reach the
Chisinau Railway Station on time to avoid long queues.

PRACTICAL MEDIAGUIDE | T



Inside Mediacor

Workstations for
journalists before
the Summit

Mediacor, which can
accommodate up to 400
people, will not only serve

as the badge collection

point but also function as a
dedicated working station
for foreign journalists from
26 May to 5June 2023. At
Mediacor, journalists will
have access to well-equipped
working stations, high-speed
Wi-Fi, printers, as well as
refreshments such as water
and coffee. There is also an
outside terrace available for
relaxation or networking
opportunities.

While meals will not be
provided at Mediacor, there
are plenty of cafes and
restaurants in close proximity
where journalists can find a
variety of food options to suit
their preferences.
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Covering topics beyond the primary
focus of the Summit

Accredited journalists can conduct journalistic activities on the territory
of the Republic of Moldova outside the Summit without the badge as

long as they have the accreditation letter. In the media accreditation
form journalists can indicate their topics of interest.

Social media accounts of the event

All the information dedicated to the second EPC Summit can be found
on the official website of the event:

www.epcsummit2023.md

Additional information can be found on the official EPC Summit
in Moldova social media accounts:

ﬁ EPCMoldova EPCMoldova o EPCMoldova
° EPCMoldova 0 EPCMoldova

Official live announcements will be posted in the lead up to the
summit date. Usage of content will be allowed based on the copyright
norms indicated on the official social media platforms.
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Contacts

We highly encourage journalists to familiarize themselves with the
Media Guide and Media Advisory provided for the Summit. These
resources are designed to address frequently asked questions and
provide important information related to media coverage, logistics,
and access to various events.

For any media-related enquiries, you can contact
epc.media@mfa.gov.md.

For accreditation and media logistics enquiries, you can contact
Irina Bernal at i.bernal@prm.md and +37369148335.

Other practical information

N Key facts

The population of Moldova is around 2.6 million people (2022
estimate).

The official language in Moldova is Romanian. However, many
people speak Russian, English, Italian and other foreign languages.

The main religion in Moldova is Orthodox Christian, practiced by
around 93% of the population.

The area of the territory of Moldova is 33 846 km?.

Climate in Moldova is moderately continental, characterized by
relatively mild winters with little snow, long warm summers, and
low humidity. In Chisinau, the average temperature in the month
of May is 15-17°C and in June is 20-21°C.

EEN Currency and money exchange

The currency of Moldova is Moldovan Leu, plural Lei (MDL). You can
check the currency exchange rate at www.curs.md/en.

There are many ATMs around Chisinau and across the country.
Card payments are widely accepted in major commercial Centres,
grocery stores, and restaurants. Money can be exchanged in banks
or in currency exchange points around Chisinau.
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B Accommodation

Journalists are kindly requested to take care of their own
accommodation arrangements. It is advisable to book
accommodations in Chisindu or its vicinity. Please refer to Annex 2
for more details on accommodation options.

All journalists will convene at the Chisindau Railway Station on

the morning of 1 June to travel to the Summit venue. Choosing
accommodation near Bulboaca will not offer any advantages

in terms of reaching the Summit, as alternative means of
transportation to the venue other than the train on 1June will not
be available. Please consult “Reaching and leaving the Summit
venue on 1June” for more details.

EEN Getting around

Reaching Chisinau from the airport. There are several
transportation options from Chisindau International Airport to
Chisinau City. First, public trolleybus #30 leaves from the airport to
the city Centre (Main square — Piata Marii Adunari Nationale). You
can consult the trolleybus schedule leaving from the airport HERE.
The frequency of the trolleybuses may be increased to respond

to the increase in the number of flights before the Summit and
this information will be commmunicated closer to the Summit.

The trolleybus trip costs 6 MDL (~0.3 EUR) and can be paid with a
credit/debit card or in cash onboard the trolleybus.

Upon your arrival at the Chisindau International Airport, you can
collect a free public transportation pass at the Information
Centre in the arrival zone.

When taking a taxi, It is important to ensure that you pay the fare
indicated on the meter to avoid any discrepancies.
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Additionally, you may consider using mobile taxi apps, which will
also provide reliable taxi services on 1June. These apps can be a
convenient and efficient way to arrange transportation during
your stay.

m Letz - download the app at https:/letz.md/
(accepts Visa and MasterCard)

m iTaxi - download the app at https://www.itaxi.md/
(accepts Visa and MasterCard)

m TaxiClub - download the app at http://taxiclub.md/apps
(accepts only cash payments)

Please note that neither Uber nor Bolt operate in the Republic of
Moldova.

Please note that mobile data roaming is usually very expensive
in Moldova. Consider purchasing a SIM card on arrival from
one of the three mobile network operators: Orange, Moldcell,
Moldtelecom.

Free wi-fi will be available at Mediacor, in the train to and from
Bulboaca on 1June, and at the Press Centre at the Summit Venue
on 31 May and 1June. Also, there are many free wi-fi spotsin
Chisinau.

Bl Safety and Security

Moldova is a safe country and maintains a safe environment
for residents and visitors. It is important to note that a state
of emergency has been in effect since Russia’s invasion of
neighbouring Ukraine.

It is advisable to maintain a high level of personal security
awareness, similar to how you would in your own country.

Take precautions to ensure the safety of your valuables and always
carry your passport with you, especially during the summit period
for security reasons.
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Exercise caution when approached by individuals, particularly
strangers, who may ask for money. While unlikely, pickpocketing
incidents may occur in public places, restaurants, public transport,
and even places of worship.

If you plan to drive in Moldova, ensure that you possess all the
necessary documentation, including a valid driving license, proof
of insurance, passport, and proof of vehicle rental.

If someone claiming to be a police officer approaches you without
a uniform, ask for their identification and badge to confirm their
credentials.

Keep in mind that political protests can occur in Moldova.

Lastly, it is worth noting that the Transnistrian region of Moldova is
not under the effective control of Moldovan authorities, and travel
to the breakaway region is not advisable.

In case of an incident or emergency, it is crucial to CONTACT
THE EMERGENCY SERVICES immediately. In Moldova, there is a
single general emergency number that you can call for all types
of assistance. Dial 112 to reach the police, fire department,

or ambulance services. This number will connect you to the
appropriate emergency service based on your situation.

Check the travel advice from your country of origin for specific
advice for non-Moldovan passport holders.
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ANNEX 1. Addresses

Addresses of badge collection points:

Mediacor

str. Alexei Mateevici
60, Chisinau
(located on the
campus of Moldova
State University)

Chisinau Railway
Station (Gara
Feroviara)

str. Piata Garii 1,
Chisinau

Address of the Summit venue:

Mimi Castle
Blvd Dacia 1, Bulboaca 6512
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ANNEX 2. Hotel list

Radisson Blu

Str. Mitropolit Varlaam 77,
Chisinau
info.chisinau@radissonblu.com
+373 (22) 201 201

Regency Hotel

Str. Sfatul Tarii 17, Chisinau
manager@regency.md
+373 78 999 100

JAZZ Hotel

Str. Vlaicu Pircalab 72, Chisinau
info@jazz-hotel.md

+37322 213379

Nobil Hotel

Str. Eminescu 49/1, Chisinau
info@nobil.md

+373 22 400 400

City Park

str. Eugen Doga 2a, Chisinau
citypark@citypark.md

+373 22 249 249

Jolly Alon

Str. Maria Cebotari 37, Chisinau
reservation@jollyalon.com
+373 79 990 094

European Political Community Summit

VisPas Hotel

Str. Alexandru Lapusneanu 26,
Chisinau

info@vispas.com

+373 79 413 390

Gregory Hotel

Str. Alexei Sciusev 83/1, Chisinau
booking@gregory.md

+373 78 774 477

Courtyard by Marriott
Str. Arborilor 21/a, Chisinau
+373 22 203 203

BERD'S

Blvd. Dimitrie Cantemir 12,
Chisinau
spareception@berdshotel.com
+373 22 026 026

Bernardazzi Grand Hotel & SPA
Str. Bernardazzi 38, Chisinau
grandhotelmoldova@gmail.com
+373 22 850 500

+373 68 850 500

Lion's Hotel

Str. Vlaicu Pircalab 33, Chisinau
booking@lions.md

+373 22 002 233
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Familion Apart - Hotel
Str. Cojocarilor 18, Chisinau
info@familion.md

+373 (22) 99 91 99

Vila Iris

Bulevardul Dacia 49/10,
Chisinau
irisvila@gmail.com
+373 60 580 086

Time Hotel

Str. Trandafirilor 6/2, Chisindu
timehotelmd@gmail.com
+373 68 999 923

B&B Olsi

Str. Alexandru Bernardazzi 26/3,
Chisinau

contact@hotelolsi.md

+373 (22) 54 59 54

VisPas Hotel

Str. Alexandru Lapusneanu, 26,
Chisinau

info@vispas.com

+373 (22) 24 2129

Vila Verde

Str. Grenoble 110, Chisina
vilaverdeChisindu@gmail.com
+373 69 400 900

Aria Hotel

Str. Alba-lulia 7/1, Chisinau
info@ariahotel.md

+373 (22) 99 91 71
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Park Lane Hotel

Str. Mihail Kogalniceanu 93V,
Chisinau
parklane.moldova@gmail.com
+37376 772222

Hotel Iris

Str. Petricani 17, Chisinau
irishotelmd@gmail.com
+373 (22) 8559 00

Maxim Pasha Hotel

Sos. Hincesti, 140/4, Chisinau
mpsystem@gmail.com

+373 79 209 660

Flowers Hotel

Str. Anestiade, 7, Chisinau
info@hotelflowers.md
+373 (22) 260 202

Astoria Hotel

Str. Rabbi Tirilson 4, Chisinau
storiahotelmd@gmail.com
+373 (22) 22 56 98

Club RoyalPark

Str. Trandafirilor 6/2, Chisindu
hotel@clubroyalpark.md
+373 69 908 886
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ANNEX 3. Temporary Guidance on
introduction into and removal of
professional equipment for the EPC
Summit

Temporary introduction of professional equipment by mass-
media representatives on the territory of the Republic of
Moldova

According to the provisions of law n0.1569/2002 regarding the
ways of introduction and removal of goods from the territory of
the Republic of Moldova by natural persons, natural persons have
the right to introduce into the territory of the country, without
payment of import duties, objects of personal use, banknotes,
coins and bills in the national currency of the Republic of Moldova,
as well as goods mentioned in the annex to this law. This is

under the proviso that they are not intended for commercial or
production activity. Goods other than those indicated above are
equally allowed, as long as their customs value does not exceed
the amount of EUR 300 (for passengers using land transport) or
EUR 430 (for passengers using air or sea transport) and which are
not intended for commercial or production activity.

According to the annex mentioned above (which provides the
list of goods whose one-time entry through the territory of the
Republic of Moldova is carried out without payment of import
duties), mass media representatives can introduce the following
goods without payment of import duties:

m Automatic data processing devices and their parts (tariff code
8471) — 1 unit;

m  Mobile phones for the mobile network and other wireless
networks (tariff code 8517 12 000) - 2 units;

m  Sound recording devices; sound reproducing devices; sound
recording and reproduction devices (tariff code 8519) — 1 unit;
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m Video devices for recording or reproducing, even incorporating
a videophone signal receiver (tariff code 8521) — 1 unit;

m Still cameras and other video cameras (tariff code 8525) — 1 unit;

Receiving devices for radiotelephony, radiotelegraphy or radio
broadcasting, whether or not combined in the same body with
a sound recording or reproducing devices or with a clock (tariff
code 8527) — 1 unit;

m Optical, photographic, cinematographic instruments and
devices (tariff code 90) — 1 unit from each group.

Upon arrival at the Chisinau International Airport, media
representatives bringing professional equipment into the
territory of the Republic of Moldova within the indicated
amounts, (picture 1) are asked to pass through border control
(picture 2), pick-up verified luggage (picture 3) and to select the
green corridor (picture 4).

If the number of professional equipment exceeds the limits
provided by law, equipment must be declared in writing,

and passengers must use the red corridor (picture 5). Media
representatives that wish to bring equipment in larger amounts
than those mentioned above without paying for import duties are
recommended to use ATA Carnets (which are usually issued by the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the exporting country).

It should be taken into account that the ATA Carnet must be
completed at the customs authority in the country of departure
(temporary export) before landing at Chisinau International
Airport. When completing the ATA carnet upon entering the
territory of the Republic of Moldova, it is recommmended to
request a longer term for the removal of the goods, but not
longer than the validity period of the carnet.

For exceptional cases, the Customs Service approved an order
regulating a simplified procedure.
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Removal of professional equipment from the territory
of the Republic of Moldova by media representatives

Mass-media representatives who have temporarily introduced
their professional equipment and are planning on removing it
through the Chisinau International Airport are obliged to complete
the ATA carnet at the customs office of exit.

In case of removing the professional equipment using checked
baggage, before the check-in for the flight, passengers should go
to the information desk located in the check-in area of the airport
(picture 6), requesting a customs official to carry out customs
control. After completing all the customs formalities, checking in
for the flight and handing over the checked baggage, the persons
must pass the security control (picture 7), border control (picture
8) and customs control (picture 9).

In the case of removing the technical equipment using checked
baggage, and performing all the customs formalities up to

the flight registration, when passing through the customs
control area upon departure (picture no. 9), passengers should
choose the green corridor. However, if at the time of crossing
the customs border other goods will be transported (which,
according to the legislation of the Republic of Moldova, must be
declared in writing) passengers are to follow the red corridor.

In the case of removing the professional equipment using hand
luggage, after registering for the flight (picture 6) and handing
over the checked baggage, passengers must pass the security
check (picture 7), the check-in border (picture 8) and customs
control — selecting the red corridor (picture 9). In this situation,
both the goods removed from the territory of the Republic of
Moldova and the necessary documents (ATA carnet) must be
presented to the customs official at the service counter.
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In the case of removing the technical equipment from the
territory of the Republic of Moldova in hand luggage and
performing all customs formalities in the customs control area
upon departure (picture no. 9), the persons should choose the
red corridor. However, if at the time of crossing the customs
border other goods will be transported - which, according to
the legislation of the Republic of Moldova, must be declared
in writing, they must be declared before the customs control
begins.

Picture no. 1: Passenger arrival Picture no. 2: Passenger
hall, on the side of the platform arrival hall, border control area
(passport control)

Picture no. 3: Passenger Picture no. 4: Passenger arrival
arrival hall, checked baggage hall, customs control area,
collection area green corridor
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Picture no. 5: Passenger arrival  Picture no. 6: Passenger
hall, customs control area, red departure hall, check-in area
corridor (information desk on the left)

Picture no. 7: Passenger arrival Picture no. 8: Passenger
hall, customs control area, red departure hall, check-in area
corridor (information desk on the left)

Picture no. 9: Passenger
departure hall, security control
area
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